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BY WALTER SCOTT. 
* Newis Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept!” 
—1Cor. xv. 20. Pavt. 


NO. 7.) CARTILAGE, O. JULY 6, 1835. ‘VOL. IV. 


SIX MONTHS IN A CONVENT. 


The above is the title of a small volume neatly bound, price fifty cents, by Miss Re. 
becca Theresa Reed, who was un ler the influence of the Roman Catholics about twu 
years, and an inmate of the Ursuline Convent on Mount Benedict, Charlestown, Mass. 
nearly six months, in the years 1831-2. This little volume ought to be owned by every 


American ;for_though devoid of all passion and exaggeration, though stript of all 
rhetorical embellishment and splendor of language, it nevertheless sets the procedure 
of those whom it immediately concerns in an attitude in which it would be well for al! 
Protestants to look at Roman Catholicism. There is a preface to the work of forty. 


eight pages, by the publishing Committee, containing much interesting matter relative 
to the Convent, which we coul@Wish every father and mother in the republic to read, 
The following is Miss Reed's account of her public reception, at the Ursuline Con- 


vent. 

“6 After preparing myself for a public reception, I visted the Superior, when 
she said, if I would place myself under her care from this time, she wou'd 
protect me forever; and par:icularly from the persecution of the “hetrodox ;” 
and she looked to heaven for her reward.* She then stated that the Bishop had 


concluded to receive me, not as a member of the public department, but as a 
“Novitiate,” which would screen me from the questions of the Protestant schol- 


- 


* eI wish it to be understood, that, being influenced by the Superior and Mrs,G.’s ad. 
vice, after hearing Romish preaching and reading their books, [ went to board at Mrs. 
H.'s opposite the Catholic church, where I employed my time in ornamental work ; 
visited the convent often, and informed myself as much as possible of a Recluse's life , 
lived as retired as the “Charity Sisters,” except visiting some of my relativcs three times, 


twice accompanied by Romish friends. 
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ars. She also added, that I should be received as the other sisters were, and 
that we were to support ourselves by our talents and industry. The names of 
the Sisters were, Mrs. Mary Ursula,* Mrs. Mary Magdalene, Miss Mary 
Joseph, and Miss Mary Austin, The latter was both teacher and pupil. I 
answered that I should like those conditions best. She then desired me to 
kneel down and take the following obligation: “1 do, with the grace and assist- 
ance of Almighty God, renounce the world forever, and place myself under 
your protection, from this day to consecrate myself to his honor and glory, in 
the house of God, and to do whatever obedience prescribes, and tell no one of 
this obligation but Mr. B., in confession.”» After this, the Superior summoned 
two of the **Choir Religieuse,”» who conducted me to the garden where they 
left me to amuse myself. Presently the Superior joined me, wishing to know 
how I liked the garden, the flowers, &c. Observing a pocket album in my hand, 
she asked what I had hoarded up there; some worldly goods? She took it, and 
examining it desired to know if I wished to keep some money [ had in it (fifteen 
dollars.) I replied no; as I was going to join them, I would intrust it to her 
care. She also requested me to sing one tune; I complied, and sung “There's 
nothing true but Heaven.” Her observation was, she wished me to commence 
immediately with music. I then left the convent and attended the sacraments 
of confession and communion; and on Sabbath morning, August 7th, 1831, 1 
was attended to the gate of the Convent by my friend, Mrs. G. I was shown 
into the public parlor by the Lay Sister, and was requested to kneel and con- 
tinue my devotion, until the Superior made her appearance. She soon came, 
and made a si:n for me tofollow her. She led the way into a large room, dark- 
ened, at one end of which stood a large crucifix, made of bone, which I was 
afterwards informed was made of the bones of saints. The Superior told me 
in a whisper, it was the time of silence. But after arranging my dress, she took 
from her toilet a religious garb, which she placed upon my head, and bade me 


kiss it, saying it had been blessed by the Bishop. She then pronounced a short 


Latin prayer, while I was kneeling, at the same time giving me her blessing. 
After this she conducted me into another apaiftment, where was a stranger, 
whom she called a Postulant;+ and giving me permission to speak, she left the 
room. A Lay Sister then entered the room with refreshment, after partaking 
which, we had permission to walk in one particular path in the garden. This 
stranger picked up a pear, and began to eat it, and invited me to do the same; 
which I declined, being acquainted with the rules of the Convent, which are very 


*Mrs Mary Ursula came from New Hampshire, and was received as Choir Reli 
gieuse. She was the eldest in the Community ; this I learned from the Superior, who 
often reprimanded her for saying many words in an uncouth, rustic manner, (such as 
daoun for down, &c.) telling her of her ignorance, &c. She never refused complying 
with the rules, but when reprimanded, would kneel at once and kiss the floor. I often 
wished to ask if she was happy, but dared not speak (without permission) to her, 
Their proceedings appeared so strange, that I was in continual fear. The Novices- 
frequently trembled when approaching “the mother,” particularly at confession. _ 


tCandidate for a Recluse. 


ff 

| 

| 

‘ 
| 

4 

| 

| 

i 


The Evangelist. 147 


strict, as will be learned in the course of the narrative. She did not regard the 
rules so strictly as the Superior required, who, being made acquainted with her 
conversation by separately questioning us, senther away, as wassaid, to another 
- order;* but I now know this was not the case. | 

To return to our walk in the garden; the bel) rang, when we were immediately 
conducted tothe Religieuse Choir; and here the Superior caused me to kneel 
three times, before I could suit her. After the performances were over, which 
consisted of the office of adoration to the Blessed Virgin and prayers to the 
Saints, repeated in the Latin tongue, of which I knew nothing, we proceeded to 
the refectory, where we partook of our “portions.”? After saying Latin we 
kneeled and kissed the floor, at a signal given by the Superior on her sunff-box. 
Betore eating, one of the Religieuse said, “In nomine domini Jesu Christi,’’t 
all making the sign of the cross, and responding, ‘**Amen.”? After receiving our 
portions, we performed several devotions, such as kissing the floor and repeating 
Latin, while the “Angelus”? was ringing. We then went immediately to the 
*“community.”? On entering this room, the “*Novices’? knee] and repeat the 
Maria,” kiss the floor, and seat themselves for recreation, according to 
rules given by the Superior, entitled, **Rules by the Reverend Mother.”» The 
following are the rules, which are inclosed in a gilt frame and suspended in the 
community; and itis the duty of every Novice to read them, at least, once a 
week. 

1. To rise on the appearance of the Superior. 


2. When reprimanded, to kneel at once and kiss the floor, until the signal be 
given to rise. 

3. When speaking of the Superior, to say our Mother; when speaking fo 
her, and to the professed Choir Religieuse, Mamere; to say Sister, when speak- 
ing to the Novices; of them Miss; and of the professed Choir, Mrs.; to say 
our or ours, instead of my or mane. 

4. To say “Ave Maria” every time we enter the community. 


5. Before entering any room, to give three knocks on the door, accompanied 


«! believed she had goneto another order, and after returning to my sitsers told them 
so, (together with my pastor,) that she was with the Sisters of Charity; when, to 
my surprise she called upon me, said she had never thought of going to another order, 
and that the Superior had not done by her as she agreed. 


tin the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. When opportunity offered. 1 asked the Su. 
perior toexplain the meaning. She said, in a very solemn manner, * You must not, my 
_ dear sister, give way to cxriosity. Do you not recoilect it is against the rules fora 
Religieuse to doso?” I answered, ‘‘Yes Mamere!”’ and complied at once, (by kissing 
the floor.) when she observed: ‘A Religieus should never have a will of her own; as 
she grew in perfection in the order, she would understand what these words mean ; “it 
will be revealed to you when you are deserving.”” She taught me to believe that the 
“Office of the Blessed Virgin,’’ (which was in Latin,and which we all repeated, with- 
out understanding it,) was none other than that chanted in heaven by the Saints, around 
the throne of the Almighty, calledthe sweet communion of ‘‘ All Saints.” 


{Hail Mary. 
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by some religious ejaculation, and wait until they are answered by three from 
within. 

6. Not to lift our eyes while walking in the passage ways; also, never to 
touch each other’s hands, 

7. To stand while spoken to by the Bishop or Sepia and kneel while 
speaking to them; to speak in a particular tone. | 

8. If necessary to speak to the Superior durirg a time of silence, approach 
her kneeling, and speak in whispers. 

9. Never leave a room without permisssion, giving at the same time our 
reason. | 

10. To rise and say the “*Hour’’* every time the clock strikes, except when 
the Bishop is present, who, if he wishes, makes the signal. 

The following are the written “Rules and Penances of our Holy Father, 
Saint Augustine,” together with those of Saint Ursula, as near as I can recol- 
lect. ‘They are read at the refectory table every week, 

1. To kneel in the presence of the Bishop, until his signal to rise. 

2. Never to gratify our appetites, except with his holiness the Bishop’s or a 
Father Confessor’s permission. 

3. Never to approach or Jook out of the window of the Monastery. 

4, Tosprinkle our couches every night with holy water. 

5. Not to make a noise in walking over the Monastery. 

6. ‘To wear sandals and haircloth; to inflict punishment upon.ourselves with 
our girdles, in imitation of a Saint. 

7. To sleep on a hard mattrass or couch with one coverlet. 

8. To walk with pebbles in our shoes, or walk kneeling until a wound is pro- 
duced. Neverto touch any thing without permission. 

9. Never to gratify our curiosity, or exercise our thoughts on any subject, 
without our spiritual director’s knowledge and advice. Never to desire food or 
water between portions. 

10. Every time, on leaving the community, to take holy water from the altar 
of the blessed Virgin, and make the sign of the cross. 

ll. Ifa Religieuse persist in disobeying the Superior, she is to be brought be- 
fore the Bishop of the diocese, and punished ashe shall think proper. Neve: 
to smile except at enianen nor even then coatrary to tenet decorum. 


«The Hour.—O sacred heart of Jesus! always united to the willof thy Father. 
grant that ours may be sweetly united in thine. Heart of Mary! an asylum in the 
land of our captivity, procure for us the happy liberty of the children of Jesus. May 
the souls of the faithful departed, through the merits of Christ and mercies of God, rest 
n peace. Amen. 


The above is what is called an Hour ; there is a different, though similar one, for each 
of the twenty-four hours inthe day. ‘They are written and placed in two gilt frames, 
over the mantle-piece ; twelve over the heart of Mary in one, and twelve over the 


heart of Jesusin another. Every time the clock strikes, the one whose turn it is to 
lecture risesand say one of them, 
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12, Should the honored Mother, the Superior, detect a Religieuse whose 
mind is occupied with worldly thoughts, or who is negligent in observing the 
rules of the Monastery, which are requisite and necessary to her perseverance 
and perfection in a religious life, she should ey cause her to retire to 
her cell, where she could enter into a retreat, 

I shall now continue my rarrative of the remainder of the first day. At re- . 
creation the Postulant and I had permission to embrace, in a new form, the 
Religieuse. After that they congratulated me on my success, saying they had 
ever prayed for me since they had heard of my vocation. ‘The evening bell for 
the Latin office now rang, and we assembled at the choir, where we performed 
such ceremonies as I before named, until time of retiring. As we were stran- 
gers, the Superior conducted us to the infirmary, where other Novices were pre- 
paring to retire, anu before leaving it, bade us not to rise until we had orders. 
Next inorning being holy day morning, the bell rang at three instead of four, as 
it usually does, for meditation in the choir. While the 4ngelus* was ringing, 
at five A. M., we were called to attend Complin and Prime, until half-past six ; 
then Litany to the Saints. After Litany, the bell rang for diet in the refectory, 
every morning except Friday; on which day we assembled for confession to the 
Superior. | 

The manner of confession to the Superior is as follows: the room 1s first dark- 
ened, and one lighted wax taper placed on the Superior’s throne; and she is 
considered as filling the place or station of the Blessed Virgin. After taking 
their station in the greatest order and silence, the Religieuse respond. Then the 
lecturess reads from a book, called Rules for the Ursuline Order, by Saint Ursu- 
la, about complaining of the cold, our clothing, food, &c. &c. They sit on 
their feet during the reading, a posture extremely painful. ‘The reading finished, 
the Superior whispers to the Sisters to approach her separately, which they do; 
each one in her turn approaches, and repeats the following: “Our Mother, we 
acknowledge that we have been guilty of breaking the rules of our Holy Order, 
by lifting our eyes while walking in the passage-ways; in neglecting to take holy 
water on entering the community and choir; failing in respect to our Superior, 
and veneration to our Father; failing in religious decorum, and in respect to our 
vows,—poverty and obedience; fur which we most humbly ask pardon of God, 
penance and forgiveness of you, our Holy Mother.” As each one finishes, the 
‘‘Holy Mother’ gives her advice and penances, and her blessing; they then kiss 
her feet, and sometimes make the cross w:th their tongues on the floor; then 
making their inclination, they retire to the choir to perform the penances, 
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*The Angelus is the bell rung while repeating the three salutations and three Hail 
Marys. 
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RI 


LIBERATOR. 
Brethren in Christ: 
Great Britain has struck the manacles from the 
wrists and ankle bones of her ten thousand slaves; Antigua, 
Bermuda, Trinidad—the whole of British West India is emanci- 
pated and her colored population already begin to display the 
moral and religious vigor which is the effect of breathing in that 
atmosphere of good government and wholesome law into which 
they have been emancipated. France, too, emulous of the glory 
of Great Britain in her high deeds of benevolence, has begun to 
agitate the question of universal emancipation, and the freedom of 
her unfortunate and enslaved citizens has been deemed not unwor- 
thy of the earnest and solicitous attention of her most distinguished 
statesman, the Duke de Broglie. Missioniaries in thé cause of 
immediate emancipation have come from Great Britain to the Uni- 
_ ted States; innumerable anti-slavery societies have been organized 
from north to south and from east to west in the republic; and the 
amount of mind, and money, and eloquence, and fearless reso- 
lution, and caution that cannot be surprized to accomplish the free- 
dom of our colored citizens, is wonderful and ought to be re- 
ted. 
ee these things have not been done in a corner; it would be 
improper to presume that you are altogether ignorant of them; 
and therefore I comment not; I present them to you as facts which 
ought to arouse you, that you may not appear insensible in a case 
in which sixteen tilhons of the most enlightened of the human 
species have declared all action to be sinful; yes, Great Britain 
has announced to all mankind that slavery is a sin. France, also, 
is awaking to its enormity, and your own countrymen have 
staunchly determined that this sin shall not long stain the escutch- 
eon of the star-bannered nation; Americans shall be free, color to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Brethren, slavery is a high sin; it is a sin against God; it is a 
sin against human nature in general, and against those who are the 
unfortunate subjects of it in particular. It is a sin against God 
because it confounds the necessary distinction which he has estab- 
lished between men and things; changes human beings into brutes, 
and makes marketable our own species, which were never designed 
by him to be sold under the hammer. It is a sin against human 
nature in general because it announces by facts a political maxim 
the most immoral, cruel, and abominable, viz: that “Might gives 
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right” and in this way warrants the blacks to enslave the whites, 
and the whites oneanother so soon as superior power enables them 
todo so. It is a sin against the unfortunate individuais who are 
the subjects of it because it deprives them of all freedom, natural, 
social, and religious. When white men enter into society they 
surrender for the general good, a part of their natural rights that 
they may enjoy the remainder in greater security. But slavery 
demands a surrender of all natural 1 right, without any return and 
wrests without remedy from its victims, their souls, their spirits, 
and their bodies! When we enter the church we voluntarily throw 
up some of our political licences that we may possess and enjoy 
according to the will of God those privileges and honors which 


religion confers on such as submit to her righteous and spiritual — 


restraints. But slavery strips men even of the opportunity of en- 
tering the church of God. Slaves have no right to do this, nor any 
thing else; they have no right of any kind; but are the deplorable 
victims of unmixed tyranny and a purely despotic power. Their 
bodies and souls fur which Christ both died and revived, are not 
their own and consequently they cannot make to Goda reasonable 
sacrifice of them through Jesus Christ. ‘Thus slavery anticipates 
the gospel of our salvation commanded by the everlasting God to 
le published to all nations for the obedience of faith and lays across 
the path of the chariot of the Lord the hugest obstacles, impedes 
its progress at every step, and makes it impossible that the gospel 
should either have free course among men or be glorified by their 
salvation. 

Brethren, shall Frenchmen and Britons excel the sons of the 
Eternal in deeds of generosity and benevolence? Shall the men of 
this world manifest a higher reverence for God and the distinctions 
which he has instituted between men and things than the professed 
disciples of our Lord Messiah? Will you shut your eyes and steel 
your hearts against the voice of human nature universally, and the 
stifled groans ‘and burning teais and aching hearts and benighted 
minds and ravished persons of the enslaved Americans? Or after 
having scorned the goodly example of noble nations in this great 
matter, and trampled on the laws of God, the claims of humanity, 
and the unalienable rights of your colored brethren, will you ven- 
ture in the character of those that imitate the Lord of glory to 


meet him at the judgment seat and be tried for the deeds which 


you haveione in the body? Are you willing to be confronted in 
the presence of Christ by those whom you hold in bondage? Will 
it ease your conscience or secure to you from Christ an adjudica- 
tion of innocence that the general government, the state govern- 
ments allowed it and other men practised it? Not atall. O, then! 
free your slaves upon the spot; deliverance for yourselves and 
them, (for you are equally in danger,) is not to be obtained from 
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the general or state governments, from conventions and coloniza- 
tion societies and societies for gradual emancipation. Cease to 
sin; strike off the manacles instantly; emancipate your slaves 
into the freedom of those wholesome laws, rights and liberties 
which have made you what youare. It will also make them what 
they ought to be by your assistance; for “Liberty is a glorious 
feast.” 

Brethren hear me patiently, I love your souls; I seek your sal- 
vation; slavery cannot endure forever, “The longer the worse” is 
branded 02 its forehead; it never can be so easily cured as to-day 
—to-day, then, is the accepted time; acceptable to God, accepta- 
______+_ble to the nations of the free, acceptable to the slave, acceptable to — 
_ yourselves if you know your time, your interest, your duty, your 
sacred hoor. | 


With love and respect, 
| your brother in Christ, 


LIBERATOR. 


NATURE, SOCIETY,AND RELIGION. 
NO. 2. 


Every relation, and every system of relations is subservient to other relations. 
and other systems of relations. ‘The several systems of nature and true reli- 
gion are subservient to each other, and the entire system of nature to the entire 
system of religion, and both of them to that state of things which remains to be 
revealed. But observation not only warants us in affirming that the several sys- 
tems of nature and religion are subservient to each other but also in saying that 
these systems are similarly organized in regard to principles, relations, and de- 
signs. In other words they respond or are analagous to each other in these — 
points; for instance | 

Ist. Nature and religion are analagous to each other in first principles. 

Ilustration.—In mechanics, by which the motion and compound motion of 
the earth and ali the heavenly bodies are computed, and by which their 
attractions, and degrees of gravity, the properties of the air, and water, and 
light are ascertained, the great principle which gives birth to the infinitely nu- 
merous phenomena is ineriia, or that supreme passivenessin matter by which ig 
put to rest it is inclined to rest forever, and if put in motion it is inclined to 
move forever, or matter can neither move itself if at rest nor stop itself if in 
motion. 

9d Illustratton.— Mathematics is founded ultimately on that property in 
matter which we call extension ; the dimensions of extension are length, breadth, 
and depth; and these limits to the property constitute figure on which the 
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whole science of mathematics is immediately though not ultimately based.— 
Mathematics is therefore called the science of figured space. 
3d Illustration.—In the mineral kingdom, as also in the vegetable and ani- 
mal kinzdoms, all the appearances of life, form, color, attitude, motion, &c. are 
resolvable into the operation of one or two agencies which are called first prin- 
ciples. 
In regard to first principles therefore, the true religion resembles the different 
systems of nature. Christianity like mathematics, or mechanics, or any 
of the systems of natural bistory, is founded upon a few facts which, when 
understood, are perceived to give birth to all things else of which the system is 
constituted, ‘The fact that “Jesus Christis the Son of God,” and that “It is 


impossible to please God without faith,’? Gc. are first principles in our religion, 


and give birth to certain other matters which cannot be explained but by recog- 
nizing the existence of these principies and making a reference to them. Those 
professors who do not admit the authority and universality of these truths are 
confused rather than enlightened and improved by referring to them; because 
their most pious and devout errors are condemned rather than justified by them. 

Nature and religion are also analagous in regard to phenomena developing the 
existence and agency of first principles. 

But we have not time to illustrate the last analogy in the present paper. We 
shall therefore close by observing that the knowledge and love of those differen- 
ces and resemblances which obtain among the works of God, are of the greatest 
use to such as are engagedjin preaching the gospel, for the purposes both of rea- 
soning and illustratios; and nothing perhaps would be more profitable to all 
such than a book written expressly to set forth in as striking a light as possible, 

the wonderful analogies which nature, society, and religion bear to each other. 
Manv infidels are confounded when it is demonstrated to them that the word 
uf God is analagous to the work of God; and that religion calls for nothing of 
them that is not in the most perfect accordance with their best reason and most 
approved nature. ‘They ought indeed to be plied on all sides with this argu- 
ment; for if it doesnot bring them to obedience it will at least stop their mouths ; 
which are disposed to run out ia condemnation of christianity when they under- 
stand neither what they say nor whereof they affirm; but talk of nature as if 
they alone understood her mysteries; while the professors of our religion are 
deemed by them the slaves of a superstitious veneration which they cannot re- 
sist and which it is in harmony with their fated nature uniformly to obey. 
Epiror. 


THE LETTER MEN AND ALLEGORISTS. 


Brorner Scorr:— 

These you are aware are the names which were given to the 
original believers in the Millennium. Papias and Irenzeus were 
the earliest abettors of the literal interpretation of prophecy. ‘They 
are said to have taken it from the Jews and it was therefore called 
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Judeico sensu. Origen was the most famous ‘and persevering 
opposer of this method and the prince of the Spiritualists. No- 
thing, therefore, could betray more certainly a man’s ignorance of 
millennnarian history than to attribute to poor Elias Smith, and 
Winchester the distinction of having invented this method of inter- 
pretation. Yet something like this has actually been done by a 
writer in the Millennial Harbinger, ealling himself “a Reformed 
Clergyman,” who, because brother McCorkle had seen Smith's 


- book and written a few pieces on the prophecies in which he had 


borrowed pretty largely, without saying any thing, of the poor 


author, the Clergyman who himself has stolen all he says from 


all within his reach, arraigns him as having plagiarised ‘from — 
Elias Smith. This Clergy man brings one in mind of the person 


who cries stop the thief only to cover his own pilferations; for 


while he slyly charges brother McCorkle of taking from Elias 
Smith, his outcry is evidently to hold in play the attention of his 
readers while he supplies a dish of mystification or allegory from 
“Towers on the prophecies,” from which book he has “taken his 
main ideas if not his whole essays, as all who have read Towers, 
may plainly perceive. 

This Clergyman looks like a man playing at blind-man’s buff; 
but seeing he does not know so well as I do the fictitious signa- 
tures in the Millennial Harbinger I say he ought to have more pity 
upon its editor than to speak of ‘*‘Daniels,* Winchesters, and 
Smiths in such a rude manner lest he make a great man blush by 
reminding him too pertinaciously of the present littleness of his 
former favorites, whose pages his pen taxed so bountifully for 
things useful and ornamental on the ultra sublime subject of the 
Prophecies. 

I wish, Brother Scott, that vou would either ascend or descend 
{rom the cloud, that this would- be-original clergyman might have 
more light to write upon letter and figure, and to retail for the 
celebrity of this self-admirer the original ideas of the great dead, 
revised and enlarged by the still greater living. Your cloud! 
what a pity that it should get between him and his fierce antago- 
nist McCorkle. He began, like a duck in a rainy morning by look- 
ing at the cloud; and he ends, like a goose in the evening, by 
looking at the cloud. Yoar seat there, however, and a hint from 
your servant has caused him to see the questions that must be set- 
tled before the nature of the future age can be determined; and 
he ‘accordingly brandishes five of them in the face of the redoubt- 
able Layman: but he ought to understand that it behooves himself 
first to prove that these prophecies are figures, viz: Christ’s second 


coming. Our resurrection. Our being caught up to meet the 


Lord in the air. Our being forever with the Lord. 
But I have got one original idea from his pieces if he has got 
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none from the clouds; aud that is this, that it is perfectly possible 
for even a Reformed Clergyman to write without communicating 
one single original idea. 

This piece which I now send you is from Bush and shews 
very beautifully the state of the Millennial question among the 
learned moderns: if the extract is deemed not sufficiently full 
or if you would wish to have the history of this doctrine among 

the primitive fathers also I will forward it to you for your next. 


EUSEBIUS. 


MODERN OPINIONS RESPECTING THE APOCALYPTIC MILLENNIUM. 


Historical sketch of the decline of the Millennarian theory and 
of its Revival at the Reformation—the modern advocates of a 
future Millennium divided into two classes—The first hold to the 
personal Reign of Christ on earth during the thousand years— 
Mede, Caryl, Gill, Noel, Irving, Anderson, quoted—Claim to 
found their expectation upon a passsage in the second Epistle of 
Peter—Remarks upon this Interpretation—The second Class 
deny the Personal, but maintain the Spiritual reign of Christ— 
Confirmed by Extracts from Whitby, Bogue, Johnston. 


Tue Millennarian hypothesis, as it respects the patronage which it has at 
different periods received, has been remarkable for a series of waxings and 
wanings. During the first ages of the church, when the style of Christianity 
was ‘to believe, to love, and to suffer,’ this sentiment seems to have obtained a 
prevalence so general as to be properly entitled all but absolutely Catholic. Af- 
ter a lapse of the three first centuries, a gradual change was wrought in public 
opinion in regard to this doctrine; a change effected by the combined influence 
of secular prosperity in the church, and of the controversial opposition of great 
names against the tenet itself. Origen, Augustine, and Jerome successively 
arrayed themselves against a Judaizing dogma discountenanced, as they sup- 
posed, at once by the spiritual genius of Christianity, and by a fair and rational 
interpretation of its letter. ‘Their influence, it cannot be doubted, contributed 
powerfully to weaken the hold which millennarianism had upon the minds of 
their contemporaries, and to pave the way for its general abandonment. Add 
to this, that the more favored and felicitous condition of the church under Con- 
stantine and his successors for one or two centuries, tended naturally to wean 
the thoughts of the pious from the anticipation of the future to the meditation of 
present blessedness, in which it is not unlikely that some beheld an actual fulfil- 
ment of the promised rest, peace, and joy of the world’s expected Sabbatism. 
During the invasions of the northern nations and the deluge of disasters which 
then flowed in upon the empire, speculation was overbome, and the minds of 
Christians were absorbed by the commotions of the times and the evils endured 
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by them or impending over them. Little attention therefore was paid to the 
themes of the Apocalypse, and the conceptions they had formed of prophetic 
scripture, if they had formed any, became confused and obscure ; me waited 
for light but darkness still surrcunded them. 

Thr ough the dreary tract of the ages of darkness scan ‘ely a vestige of mill_ 
ennarian sentiments is to be traced, but the dormancy of the doctrire was in- 


terrupted by the rousing events, the motal, farthyuake of the Re formation.— 


The Anabaptists in Germany, and, some ‘time after, the Fifth Monarchy men 
in England carried their notions to the extreme of infatuation, and created a 
destructive ferment around them. At length the ebullition of enthusiasm sub- 
sided, and the fiery zeal of mistaken” men died away. Since that time til! 
within avery few years the millennarian cause has excited little interest and 
occasioned little disturbance. The writings of Meéde in the seventeenth century 
revived indeed in a measure the ancient doctrine, and individual writers have at 


one time and another between that time and the present sent forth their specla- 


tions, advocating substantially the same views. Within the period, however, of 
five or six years, the subject has acquired anew a considerable degree of promi- 
nence, and given rise, particularly in England, to an animated controversy, 
which is yet dividing the ranks of bibilists and theologians. The letter-men and 
the allgorists of the three first centuries are revived in the Ateralists and the spiri- 
tualists of the present day. 

The sentiments of those in modern times who may be ranked under these two 
heads may he gatherd with sufficient distinctness from the ensuing series of ex 


tracts from their principal writers. — | 
I. Those who hold to the personal reign of Christ on earth during the thou- 


sand years. 

Of this ¢lass the venerable Joseph Mede, born 1586, died 1638, one of the 
profoundest Biblical scholars of the English church, of whom it was said that 
in the explication of the mysterious passages of scripture, ‘he discerned the day 
before others had opened their eyes,’ may be considered in modem times the 
father. He was distinguished for the diffidence, modesty, and caution with 
which-he broached his opinions on these recondite subjeets. As to the charac- 
ter of the expected millennial kingdom of Christ, the following is his qapee- 
suming language :-— 

“What the quality of this reign should be, which is so singularly differenced 
from the reign of Christ hitherto, is neither easy nor safe to determine, further 
than that it should be the reign of the Saviour’s victory over his enemies, 
wherein Satan being bound up from deceiving the nations any more, till the time 
of his reign be fulfilled, the Church should consequently enjoy a most blissful 
peace and happy security from the heretical apostacies and calamitous suffer- 
ings of former times; but here (if anyWhere) the known shipwrecks of those 
who have been too venturous should make us most wary and careful, that we 
admit nothing into our imaginations which may cross or impeach any catholic 
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tenet of the Christian faith, as also to heware of gross and carnal conceits of 
Epicurean happiness, misbeseeming the spiritual purity of saints. Jf we con- 
ceit any delights, let them be spiritual. ‘The presence of Christ in this king-_ 
dom will no doubt be glorious and evident, yet I dare not so much as ima- 
gine (which some ancients seem to have thought) that it should be a visible con- 
verse‘on earth. Yet we grant, he will appear and be visibly revealed from 
heaven; especially for the calling and gathering of his ancient people, for whom 
in the days of old he did so many wonders.”*—Mede’s Works, Book iii. Rev. 
ch, xii. p. 603. 

The subsequent testimony of the excellent Joseph Caryll, author of a Com- 
meutary on Job, isprefixed to a work published by Nathaniel Holmes, D, D. 
during the period of the English Commonwealth. 

**That all the saints shall reign with Christ a thousand years on earth in a won- 
derful, both spiritual and visible, glorious manner before the time of the ultimate 
and general resurrection, is a position which, though not a few have hesitated 
about and some opposed, yet has gained ground in the hearts and judgments of 
very many both grave and godly men, who have left us divers essays and dis- 
courses upon this subject. And having perused the learned and Jaborious tra- 
vails of its author, I conceive that the church of God hath not hitherto seen 
this great point so clearly stated, so largely discussed, so strongly confirmed, not 
only by the testimony of ancient and modern writers of all sorts, but by the 
Holy Scriptures throughout, as itis presented in this book. Wherein also divers 
other considerable points are collaterally handled, all tending to set forth the 
catastrophe and result of all the troubles and hopes of such as fear God, as the 
preface to their eternal bliss. And whereas some have been and still are apt to 
abuse this doctrine by making it an occasion to the flesh, and of heating them- 
selves in a carnal liberty and worldly glory,{f find that this authorhath cautious- 
ly forelaid and prevented all such abuses, by showing the exceeding spiritualness 
and holiness of this state, to which as none but the truly holy shal] attain, or 
having attained it they shall walk in the height of holiness. And therefore I 
judge this book very useful for the saints and worthy of the public view.”"—Con- 
greg. Mag. New Series, vol. v. p. 39. 

Approaching nearer to our own times, Dr. Gill stands forth conspicuously 
among his contemporaries as a distinguished advocate of millennarianism. 

“There will be a personal and glorious appearance of the Son of God, ‘the 


Lord himself shall descend’ (1 Thess. 4. 16.) not by his Spirit or the communi-_ 


cation of his grace, or by his gracious presence as before; but in person he wil) 
descend from the third heaven, where he isin our nature, into the air where he 
will be visible; every eye shall see him when he cometh with clouds, or in the 
clouds of heaven, which will be his chariot ; he will descend on earth at the proper 
time; and his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives; on that spot of 
ground from whence he ascended to heaven. Job seems to have this descent of 
his in view when he says, ‘He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;’ 

which seem to respect not so much his first coming as his second, since it is con- 
nected with the resurrection of the dead. ‘There will be (also) a resurrection af 
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the bodies of the saints; the dead in Christ, who died in union with him, be- 
lievers in him, and partakers of his grace shall rise first: they will have domin- 
ion over the wicked in the morning of the resurrection, who will not rise until 
the end of that day; there will be a thousand yearsdistance between the resur- 
rection of the one and that of the other; hence the resurrection of the just aS 


that is named in distinction from that of the unjust, is called the first resurrec- 
tion, Rev. 20. 5. 6.” 


After mentioning the change of living saints, their being caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, and the conflagration of the material heavens and earth, he 
proceeds :—. 

“Then there will succeed new heavens and a new earth, which God has 
promised, and which the Apostle Pete: says, saints look for according to his 
promise; and of which the Apostle John had a vision. ‘To this new earth 
Christ will descend, and he wi!) dwell in it bere; the tabernacle of God will be 
with men, and he shall dwell with them; this shall be the seat of Christ's per- 
sonal reign; here he will reign before his ancients gloriously; here be will have 
his palace and keep his court, and display his glory and the greatness of his 
majesty ; and here his people will dwell with him, who will now be all righteous» 
perfectly so, even righteousness itself; for in these new heavens and new earth 
will dwell righteousness; nothing shall enter into this glorious New Jerusalem- 
state that worketh abomination or maketh a lie; it wil be a perfectly holy city, 
consisting wholly of holy persons; wherefore blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: nor will there be any enemy to annoy the saints in 
this state; the wicked will be all burnt and destroyed at the general conflagra- 
tion; the beast and false prophet, defore this, will be cast alive into the lake of 
fire burning with brimstone; Satan will be bound by Christ, and cast into the 
bottomless pit, where he will remain tll the thousand years be fulfilled: for so 
long will this state continue; so long will Satan be bound; so long the saints 
will live and reign with Christ; this will be the day of the Lord, which is a 
thousand years, and which thousand years will be as one day. At the close of 
these years Satan will be loosed again, and the wicked dead will be raised; 
which with the whole posse of devils, will make the Gog and Magog army, who 
shall be in the four quarters of the world and go up on the breadth of the earth; 
and whose number shall be as the sand of the sea, being all the wicked that have 
been from the beginning of the world; a large army indeed, such a one as never 
was before, consisting of enraged devils, and of men raised with all that malice 
and wickedness they died in, with Satan at the head of them; by whom they 
will be animated to make this last feeble and foolish effort for their recovery and 
liberty ; in order to which they will compass the camp of the saints about, and 
the beloved city; who will be in no manner of pain and uneasiness at the ap- 
pearance of this seeining formidable army; being clothed with immortality, se- 
cured by the power of God, and Christ being in person with them; then fire shall 
come down from heaven and devour the wicked; the wrath of God shall 
seize distress and terrify them; divert them from their purpose, and throw them 
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‘into the utmost consternation and confusion: and then they shall be dragged to 
the tribunal of Christ and stand before him, small and great, and be judged ac- 
cording to their worksfand cast into the lake of fire, where they will be in coni- 
pany with the devil, the beast, aud false prophet, and be tormerted with them 
forever.."—Gill’s Sermon on the Glory of the Church of the Latter Day, 
preached London, Dec. 27, 1752.—See also, Noel’s Brief Enquiry, p. 154.— 
Anderson's Apol. for Millen. Doctrine, parti. p. 1,2. Glasg. 1830—John- 
ston on the Revelation, vol. ii. p. 326.—Mede’s Works, Book iii. p. 611. 


If. Of those who deny the personal, but maintain the eng reign of 
Christ on earth, for the period of a thousand ycars. 

Chiliasts, or Millennarians, is a name which from an early period, has been 
bestowed upon such as have been looking fora seventh millennium, in which our 
Lord Jesus Christ should personally appear and reign with his people on earth. 
But others also, not so denominated, have expected, and do expecta sptritual 
reign on earth fora thousand years. ‘This class embraces a large majority of 
the Christian world at the present day. ‘They agree with the former for the 
most partin regard to the time of the millennium, but differ essentially in their 
views of itscharacter. They declare themselves with equal confidence as to 
the fact of this happy period being yetfuture. ‘Nething,’’ says Bishop New- 
ton, “is more evident than that this prophecy of the millennium and of the first 
resurrection hath not yet been fullfilled, even though the resurrection be taken 
in afigurative sense. Dr. Bogue expresses himself thus;—‘*Why spend a mo- 
ment to prove that the millennium does not now exist, and from the representa- 
tion which has been given of the past periods of the church, has not yet com- 
menced its joyful course? Prophecy confirms this reasoning, for it describes the 
millennium as reserved for the last days (quere, where?) to form the graceful 
close of the divine dispensations to the Kingdom of the Redeemer.” As far 
therefore as the millennarians in fixing upon the seventh chiliad as the sabbatism 
of the world, are, as Jerome terms them, the ‘heirs of a Jewish tradition,’ the 
advocates of the other opinion are entitled to a share in the Rabbinical legacy. 
For oursevies we deem them both, in this respect to be equally in error; but be- 
fore attempting to prove them so, we shall lay before the ceader some fair speci- 
mens of their opinions. 

The first is that of Whitby. 

“Having thus given you a just account of the millennium of the ancients, 
and of the true extent of that opinion in the primitive ages of the church; I 
proceed now to shew in what things I agree with the assertors of that doctrine, 
and how far I find myself constrained, by the force of truth to differ from 
them. 

I believe, then, that after the fall of Antichrist there shall be such a glorious 
state of the church, by the conversion of the Jews to the Christian faith, as 
shall be to it life from the dead; that it shall then flourish in peace and plenty, in 
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righteousness and holiness, and in a pious offspring; that then shall begin a 
glorious and undisturbed reign of Christ over both Jew and Gentile, to continue 
a thousand years during the time of satan’s binding; ang as John the Baptict 
was Elias because he came in the spirit and power of Elias; so shall this be the 
church of martyrs, and of those who had not received the mark of the Beast, 
because of their entire freedom from all the doctrines and practices of the anti- 
christian church, and because the spirit and purity of the times of the er 
martyrs shall retum. And therefore, 


1, I agree with the patrons of the millennium in this, That I believe Satan 
hath not yet been bound a thousand years, nor will he be so bound tll the time of 
the calling of the Jews, and the time of St. John’s millennium. 


2. [agree with them iu this, That the true millennium will not begin till the 
fall of Antichrist; nor will the Jews be converted, the idolatry of the Roman 
church being one great obstacle cf their conversion. 


3. I agree both with modern and ancient millenneriés, That there shall be 
great peace and plenty, and great measures of knowledge and righteousness in 
the whole churchef God. 

I therefore only differ from the ancient millennaries in three things: 


1. In denying Christ’s personal reign upon earth during this thousand years ; 
and inthis both Dr. Burnet and Mr. Mede expressly have renouncec their 
doctrine.* 


2. Though I dare not deny what they all positively affirm, that the city of 
Jerusalem shall be then rebuilt, and the converted Jews shall return to it, be- 
cause this probably may be collected from those words of Christ, ‘Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down till the time of the Gentiles is come,’ Luke 21, 24, and all 
the prophets seem to declare the Jews shall retum to their own land, Jer. 3I, 
38—40, yet do I confidently deny what Barnabas and others of them do con- 
tend for, viz. that the temple of Jerusalem shall be then built again; for this 
is contrary not only to the plain declaration of St. John, who saith, ‘I saw no 
temple in this New Jerusalem,’ Rev. 21. 22, whence I infer there is to be no 
temple in any part of it; but to the whole design of the epistle tothe Hebrews 
which is to shew the dissolution of the temple service for the weakness and un- 
profitableness of it; (and) that the Jewish tabernacle was only a figure of 
the true and ‘more perfect tabernacle which the Lord pitched and not man;’ the 
Jewish sanctuary only a worldly sanctuary, a pattern and a figure of the heav- 
enly one into which Christ our high priest is entered, Heb, 8. 2,—9. 2,—I1). 
33, 24. Now such a temple, and such a sanctuary, and such service, cannot 
be suitable to the most glorious and splendid times of the christian church; and 
therefore the apostle saith, ‘The Lord God omnipotent, and the Lamb shall be 
their temple, 


3. I differ both from the ancient and the modern millennaries, as far as they 


~ assert that this shall be a reign of such persons as have suffered under the hea- 
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+This may be questioned. These writers have modified the creed of the encients on 
this subject without renouncing it. 
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then persecutors; orby the rage of Antichrist; ([) making it only a reign of 
the converted Jews and of the Gentiles then flowing into them, This I believe 

to be indeed the truth of this mistaken ne Treatise on the 
True Millennium, p. 9, 10. 


Thus speaks Dr. Bogue : 
‘“*Having noticed these erroneous views of the doctrine, allow me to men- 


tion, in'a few words what I conceive to be the millennium of the Christian 
Church,—which God has graciously revealed by his servants the Prophets. It 
appears, then, that there will be far more eminent measures of divine knowledge ; 
of holjness of heart and life; and of spiritual consolation and joy, in the souls 
of the disciples of Christ than the world has yet seen: and these will not be the 
attainments of a few Christians but of the general mass. This delightful in- 
ternal state of the Church will be accompanied with such a portion of external 
prosperity and peace, and abundance of all temporal blessing, as men never 
knew before. ‘The boundaries of the kingdom of Christ will be extended from 
the rising to the going down of the sun; and Antichristianism, Deism, Mahome- 
tanism, Paganism, and Judaism, shall be destroyed and give place to the Re- 
deemer’s throne. By the preaching of the Gospel, the reading of the Bible, and 
the zeal of Christians in every station; by the judgments of heaven on the chil- 
dreu of men for their iniquities; above all, by the mighty efficacy of the Holy 
(;host, will the glory of the latter days be brought about. Religion will then 
be the grand business of makind. ‘The generality will be truly pious; and those 
who are not will be inconsiderable in number, and most probably be anxious to 
conceal their real character; and their sentiments and practice have no real 
weight or influeuce on the public mind, e earnest desire which every pious 
soul must feel for the long continuance of this glory, will be gratified to hear 
that the time mentioned in prophetic language, as the period of its duration, is a 
thousand years. Such I believe to be the doctrine of the Millennium.”— 
Bogue’s Disc. on the Millen. p. 18. 


“By the Millennium I do not understand such a state as accords to any of the 
superstitious and enthusiastic descriptions of the renovation of the earth afterthe 
general conflagration, of the first resurrection of the bodies of the saints to live 
again for a thousand years upon that renovated earth, and of the personal reign 
of Christ for a thousand years on earth; which have been published to the 
world even by men of considerable note. These conjectures I reject because 
there is no foundation for them in scripture; and they are highly unreasonable 
and improbable in themselves, so far as we are capable of judging on such a sub- 
ject. But by the millennium I understand a triumphant state of the kingdom 
of God or true religion of Jesus on earth fora thousand years. This kingdom 
of God is righteousness, truth, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. This king- 
dom, consisting of these four constituent parts, shall be in a triumphant state 
during the whole millennium. ‘Then mankind shall in a very high degree be freed 
from igorance and error; shall love, study, and know the truth on every subject 
in which they have any concern, and especially on the sudject of religion. Uni- 
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versal righteousnes shall prevail. ‘They shall pay that regard to the perfect and 
meritorious righteousness of ‘Christ which accords to truth, to the perfection of 
the divine law, to the infinitude of divine justice, to its own perfection, to their 
need of it, and to the gracious purpose of God in sending Christ into’this world 
to fulfil all righteousness. They shall love and practcie righteousness to God, 
to their brethren of mankind, to all the creatures of God with whom they have 
intercourse, and to themselves, in all its branches: and they shall make per- 
petual progress in truth and righteousness. Universal peace shall prevail on the 
earth. Men, as individuals, shall enjoy peace with God anc peace of con- 
science; as connected in society, they shall live in peace with their neighbors, 
whether in smaller or larger societies. Private quarrels and public wars shall 
cease to the ends of theearth. ‘The brute creation, treated with. gentleness by 
men shall become much more genile and harmless to them and to one anothe! 
than they are now. Universal joy shall abound. ‘That joy which is pure and 
exalted happiness, that joy which is congenial to a mind renewed and sanctuhed 
by the Holy Ghost. Not only shall all! public affairs be conducted with pros- 
perity and joy, but individuals also shall be happy. They shall be blessed with 
that joy, which is inseparable from high attainments in truth, righteousness, and 
peace. Such, in a certain degree, shall be the situation of the whole world 
during these thousard years; andin a very high degree every partof it, except 
that styled Gog and Magog.’ —Johnston on the Rev. vol. ii. p. 3.0, 311. 


As our views upon the whole subject of the millennium will be given in full 
in the sequel, it will be unnecessary to anticipate here the remarks which we 
should otherwise have to offer upon these quotations. Error is most effectually 
subverted by the establishment of “ruth. The light in which we view them will 
disclose itself as we advance. We are now pepared to enter upon the direct 
consideration of the subject. 
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Brother Tarrer, of Wilmington, bas just paid us a visit. We 
know not what effect his discourses have had upon us here, nor 
do we notice his presence with us in regard to that matter; but 
we would assure such of our brethren as know their duty touching 
the conversion of the world, and the importance of having a 
laborer qualified for this business, that brother Taflee is a very 
competent proclaimer of the gospel of Christ. This person, being 
State’s Attorney for Cilinton county, abandoned his profussion about 
the first of May last, to preach Christ crucified for the sins of the 
world. This he did at the request of seven congregations who, 
on account of his love to God and the good cause, and his attain- 
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ments and qualifications, either promised, or hoped that they would 
be able to give him the sum of two hundred dollars! Brother 
Taffee is unmarried and this sum, if paid in due time, will possi- 
blv keep him; therefore we propose to say no more on the subject 
for the present; though we cannot help expressing our solicitude 
for the result of the engagement as it will determine in some de- 
gree whether the services of competent instructors are to be appre- 
ciated in this reformation, and by consequence whether disciples — 
distinguished for their abilities who would enter the field, may hope 
to enter it with the aid and positive support of their brethren. 
| Ep. 


JOHN ROGERS, 


Brother John. Rogers who has labored with so much success in 
Kentucky and who in the close of last year announced his inten- 
tion of riding as an evangelist, has been “forced to abandon” this 
intention before the expiration of his engagement. 

In a letter which he writes to the editors of the Gespel Advocate 
he modestly assigns as reasons for this abandonment the indispost- 
uon of his lady, and the moral and intellectual necessities of his 
children. Brother Rogers is a man of first rate character, and ot 
all sanctity as regards his christianity, he is publicly and profess- 
edly devoted to the old gospel and an advocate for the original 
order of the christian church, Are the brethren then assured that 
nothing enters into his reasons for retirement more largely than the 
indisposition of his lady and the natural and moral necessities of 
his children? To be brief I would understand from brother 
Rogers’ letter, that though the brethren joyfully sustained him in 
his labors when he began yet they havé not done it of late and 
thus-have compelled him to return to his civil calling. Well no 
doubt he can make a living for himself and family; but wo betide 
the scandaious avarice which leads the corrupt-hearted professors 
of this gospel to despise and neglect those laborers whom God, in 
answer to the prayers of all saints, is sending into the great har- 
vest field. He will, doubtless, tax such; he will curtail their earn- — 
ings; they cannot overreach him; he will show that their wisdom 
is sophistry ; for it may be said of them what James said of like 
folks in his day. | 

“Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down your 
fields, which is kept back by fraud, crieth! and the cries of them 
that have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabba- 
oth,” The reapers in God’s great harvest field are actually de- 
frauded. Ep. 
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T. WOOD. 


We quote the following from the Gospel Advocate as part of a 
letter from T. Wood of Arkansas Territory. We do not enjoy 


any acquaintance with this brother; but refer to his letter because 


his own case, which it so feelingly describes, is the case of a large 
proportion of our most zealous and competent proclaimers, who 
after breaking up their civil vocations on account of their love to 
the Lord and the wants of a perishing world, are at last forced to 
abandon the field of gospel labor and, like him, ‘turn to their hus- 
bandry.” | 


“The church where I now live is moving on slowly and in all peace; but 
asleep to contribution and evangelizing. I am more and more convinced of the 
need of keeping bishops in the church and evangelists in the field. I am glad 
to see your attention turned to these important subjects. Llodeed sometimes | 
almost grow enthusiastic and at other times sink into despondency. ‘To see 
crowds attend the proclamation of the gospel when stripped of mysticism and 
humanism, and look as if a kind messenger had come with some new and glo- 
rious news in which all are deeply interested ; and after a thorough examination, 


with joy exclaim ‘surely this is the way, the plain way, the ancient way,—a 


way worthy of itsauthor and title, as the gospel of our salvation;’ and imme- 
diately yield obedience to the King of saints ;—is soul-stirring in the highest de- 
gree. Butalas! to see them all left as sheep without a shepherd; the wol! 
preying; the lion roaring; the dragon sweeping all before him; the world al! 
around gorged with sectarianism, mysticism and scepticism; and at the same 
time be tied fast hand and foot, and no one with zeal enough to cut us loose, is 
enough to wring the heart of benevolence. Iam too poor to urge this subject 
with success. It is called begging. So I drop the subject and turn to my 
husbandry. Can nothing de gone for this people? What shall be done? A mau 
uf moderate talents, well acquainted with the scriptures might do much here. 
Your brother in Christ, 
T. WOOD.” 


The editors of the Advocate subjoin the following remark 


_ “such is the cry fromevery quarter.” We reiterate it, such is the 


cry from every quarter! All our adequate proclaimers are either 
wholly exanimate or they are preparing to leave the field contrary 
te the will of the Lord, contrary to their own will, and contrary to 
the necessities of the world. But we fear not to hazard the obser- 
vation that that man among the disciples who,"by turning the at- 
tention of the church to meaner things, by misdirecting her ener- 
gies, or paralizing them, or who by any means or forany purpose, 
inspires her with a disregard for this, the conversion of the world, 
is an enemy to the cross of Clirist. And Bishops who imagine 
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their schemes of church economics to be perfect, although the proc- 
lamation of the gospel and the conversion of the world are not at 
all contemplated by them, demonstrate to all intents and purposes 
their incompetence to the task of managing assemblies. 


TO THE EVANGELISTS. 


Beloved brethren, we are not quite ignorant of the numerous 


frauds which are plaved off upon you in consequence of the infan- 


tile state of the churches and the introduction of imprudent and 
covetous mén into them. Some of you have already been com- 


_ pelled to quit the field, and in doing so have gone to the study of 


law, or medicine, or returned to the mechanic arts, or to husbandry. 
Your wrongs must be understood and redressed. We wish, there- 


fore, to know the state cf the case in relation bo‘h to those evange- 


lists who have been pushed off, and those who yet remain on the 
field to serve the Lord by proclaiming the gospel. For these purposes 
we wish you to forward us a true statement relative to your own 
personal labors, and the aid which has been tendered you by the 
brethren: whether you would return to evangelical labors if you 
have already been compelled to quit the field, ‘and whether you In- 
tend to continue if you have not yet abandoned it.: In a word tell 
us your whole case succinctly and substantially that it may be laid 
before the churches and the true state of the evangelical office 
be fully understood by the disciples. Be not afraid to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. I will print and 


: publish your wrongs; and if the disciples will not redress them, 


perhaps it may please God to suggest to you a plan which may in 
some degree prevent the repetition of them in future: Have the 
churches fufitled their promises to you? And have you labored as 
you anticipated when you commenced? Please answer some or all 
of the above questions, . | Epiror. 
| 


A DISCOURSE ON SIN AND ITS CURE, 


The Gospel Advocate Extra is comprehended in a discourse of 
the above title by brother Elder A. Rains. As the pamphlet will, 
doubtless, be distributed throughout the reformation it is unneces- 
sary for us to make any quotations from it shewing what it 1s.— 
We would only observe in regard to the structure of the whole 
discourse that it isfounded on an analysig of sin and the means by 
which it is to be done away; namely ‘the gospel. Brother Rains 
after speaking in the most impressive style of the huge and dire 
_effects of the original Sin and of all sin says in the commencement 
‘of the second part of his discourse ; 
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“That this part of our subject may be presented intelligibly to 
the reader we shall exhibit an analysis both of the disease and of 
the remedy ; and show the adaptation of the remedy to the disease. 
In sin, then, be it observed, there are just six points The love of 
sin. The practice; The state; The guilt; The power, and the 
punishment. In the gospel there are. also six points, Faith; Re- 
pentance; Baptism; Pardgn; Holy Spirit; The Resurrection. 

‘Now,’ says brother Rains, ‘behold how completelv as the glove to 
the hand, the remedy is adapted to the disease! By faith the love of 
sin isdestroyed; by repentance the practice; by baptism the state ; 
by pardon, the guilt; by the Holy Spirit the power, and by the 


resurrection the punishment.’ 


The re-publication of the gospel in its original terms led at an 
early date, to the above interesting analysis of ‘sin and its cure | 
which has since formed the theme of many an approved and awa- 
kening orel address; but brother Rains has now wound it up into 
a written discourse of great force and beauty which every one of 
the disciples will feel himself improved by reading, and which 
it would be well for a'l of us to distribute largely on account of the 
palpable and correct views which it contains on many of the most 
important things believed and spoken of among the disciples. 

Eprror. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Jacxsonvitie, June 3d, 1835. 
Dear Brother Scott,— 


Having a little time to say a word in brother Henderson’s letter, 
I concluded to embrace it. Not much of interest has transpired since you 
heard from us; the progress of the good cause you plead seems to move on at a 
sluggish pace; a co-operation meeting was held in this town commencing on 
the Friday previous to the fourth Lord’s day in May; we had a considerable 
number of teaching brethren present and a considerable amount of intelligence 
considering the many circumstances surrounding calculated to retard the march 
of intellectual attainments. | 
Brother Palmer has been with us and talks of removing to this section of 
country ; we want sucha teacher in our vicinity; I think he is calculated to do 
much good. I have not heard a word respecting brother Campbell’s visit to Cin- 
cinnati; please let me hear from you soon; remember me to all the holy breth- 
ren and ed noose attend you, adieu. 


. JOHN T. JONES. 
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FROM BROTHER GOSNEY. . 
Davos, 14th July, 1835. 


Dean Brotuer Scott: 
I am pleased to say that we shall keep our beloved brother 

Jameson here about one year longer. He can study the Greek and Latin in 
_ Dayton as well as Georgetown, aud if we are, able we will keep him on the 
same terms and glad of the offer. He sayshe would prefer nants here ; and 
we are quite as willing ashe is. 

Brother Jameson has been quite sucessful in his labors; ten have been im- 
mersed in this place since he came; nine in Fairfield. Our prospects still 
brighten before us. Several are on the anzious scat, whom we expect to im- 
merse soon; some have resolved on doing their duty. Under these circumstan- 
ces we cannot think of sparing our brother Jameson. 


TuscumsBia, Ava., 14th April 1835. 

I cannot say that the good cause progresses fast among us—a cloud of oppo- 
sition hangs over our prospects, but the rainbow of Hope arches with its love- 
liness, the bosom of the dark heaving cloud, and lights us by its radiance to 
brighter days. 

But a few days since one of Philistia’s champions by the name of Phineas 
Goliah, attempted to give us in this place, a mortal thrust, by declaring before a 
large audience that we preached baptism without faith, for the remission of sins; 
and to render us odious in the eyes of the people, he scrupled not to put the Lord 
of glory to an open shame, by comparing the way of righteousness, which our 
Heavenly King had appointed, to the Pagan fiction of a Roman Catholic pur- 
gatory, and finally wound up by saying thathe preached faith alone for remis- 
gion while we preached only water. I ventured to correct the vain unruly talk- 
er, by showing him that he was not a follower of Christ or his apostles, for they 
preached both faith and baptism for remission; I assured him, that those who 
were engaged in re-publishing the ancient gospel, contended as earnestly for the 
faith of Abrahani, as they did for the baptism of the apostles; and after show- 
ing his inconsistency in practising himself, what he condemned in our 
preaching, by asking him if a baptized infant had any fatth, I exhorted him 
most earnestly and most aeffctionately in the name of our King, and in the Jan- 
guage of the Holy Spirit, to repent and be baptized for the remission of his 
sins. But the disciple of the Oxford apostle, grew testy—said he was insulted, 
and refused all further friendly intercourse with me. May the Lord yet open 
nis heart and turn him from the error of his way. 

Most affectionately, yours 
WM. H. WHARTON. 
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OBITUARY. 

Departed this life lately, sister Abigail Shockley, spouse of Samp- _ 
son Shockley, Hiland county Ohjo. ~ She had professed the chris- 
tian religion fourteen years; she lived and died a practical exam- 

ple of piety to all who knew her, and has - a husband and son 
to deplore her departure. 


Departed this life, 9th May 1835, sister Shick, wife of Peter 
Shick, Evangelist, Clinton county, Ohio. Also on the 23d June, 
1835 Peter Shick, Evangelist. Alas! alas! “The righteous are 
taken away and no man layeth if to heart.” ‘The deceased while 

alive had, for several years, proclaimed the gospel in its original 
terms, with great success in Clinton and other counties adjoining 
thereto; but he is gone, he is gone, says the brother that commu- 
nicates the sorrowful tidings, and we shall bear his voice no more. 
We mourn our loss, but the good Lord knows what is best. The 

‘will of the Lord be done.— Amen. | 


— 


The following affecting lines are from our esteemed and dee rly 
beloved brother, Alexander Campbell. | 


BeLtovepo WaLTER: 
Health, peace, and salvation, through the Lord Jesus! You 


may have heard, that father Brown suddenly departed from this vale of tears, 
on the 24th instant, precisely one year after my daughter Jane, and on the same 
day, the 25th, was buried at Bethany, by his request. He had paid a visit to 
Ohio of four or five weeks, called upon many of his old neighbors and brethren, 
returned in good health on the 17th, sét ail his affairs in order as if he had ex- — 
pected death, spoke of having nearly fulfilled his day: the morning of his demise 
—said at breakfast that he had outlived his father, grandfather, brothers and all 
‘his immediate ancestors, and expected soon to leave this world—mentioned it to ; 
two or three persons during the day, came home in the afternoon, sat down to 
read, hegan to complain of slight indisposition, walked about and talked quite 
. strongly till the going down of the sun, was then suddenly seized with a pain in 
the heart, suffered for about forty thinutes a most agonizing pain, then fainted 
| away, no person knowing that he was really dead for a few minutes. He bad 
* been much more devoted to the church and its prosperity the last year than eves 
"before. Mother bore the shock with great fortitude. It came on me so unex- 
pectedly that I was several days unable to do much, from the excitement of my 
feeble nerves. Thus my mother, my daughter Jane, my good father Brown, 
have all in one year passed the Jordan and left me in this evil world. May the 
Lord be my strength and help me on my journey to Gis ead as he has alweys 
been the rock of my salvation ! 


May the good Lord be your strength, and help you on your ' 
journey to the end even as he has always been the rock of your ( 
salvation. Ep. 
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